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Course Description: The course is meant to develop greater understanding of the evolution of 

global processes and contacts in interaction with different types of human 
societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of 
selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills.  The course 
highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their 
causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  
The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge deployed in 
conjunction with leading interpretive issues and types of historical 
evidence.  Focused primarily on the past thousand years of the global 
experience, the course builds on an understanding of cultural, 
institutional, and technological precedents that, along with geography, 
set the human stage prior to 1000 C.E. (common era).  Periodization, 
explicitly discussed, forms the organizing principle for dealing with 
change and continuity from that point to the present.  Specific themes 
provide further organization to the course, along with the consistent 
attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history 
as a field of study. 

 
I. Outline of Content 
 

A. Foundations 
 

1. Basic features of world geography 
 
2. Definitions of basic economic systems 
 
3. Crises of late antiquity (third to eighth centuries) 
 



 
 

 

4. Key cultural and social systems 
 
5. Principal international connections that had developed between 700 and 

1000 
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B. 1000-1450 
 

 1. Questions of periodization 
 
 2. Interregional networks 
 
 3. Nature of philosophy and knowledge 
 
 4. China's internal and external expansion 
 
 5. The Islamic world 
 
 6. Changes in Christianity 
 
 7. Non-Islamic Africa 
 
 8. Demographic and environmental changes 
 
 9. Amerindian civilizations 
 
 10. Diverse interpretations 

 
C. 1450-1750 

 
1. Questions of periodization 
 
2. Change in global interactions, trade, and technology 
 
3. Knowledge of major empires and other political units and social systems 
 
4. Demographic and environmental changes: diseases, animals, new crops, 

and comparative population trends 
 
5. Cultural and intellectual developments 
 
6. Diverse interpretations 

 
D. 1750-1914 

 
1. Questions of periodization 
 
2. Changes in global commerce, communications, and technology 



 
 

 

 
3. Demographic and environmental changes  
 
4. Changes in social and gender structure  
 
5. Political revolutions and independence movements; new political ideas 
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6. Rise of Western dominance 
 
7. Diverse interpretations  
 

E. 1914 - Present 
 

1. Questions of periodization 
 
2. The World Wars, the Cold War, nuclear weaponry, international 

organizations, and their impact on the global framework 
 
3. New patterns of nationalism, especially outside of the West 
 
4. Impact of major global economic developments 
 
5. New forces of revolution and other sources of political innovations 
 
6. Social reform and social revolution 
 
7. Internationalization of culture and reactions 
 
8. Demographic and environmental changes 
 
9. Diverse interpretation 
 

II. Suggested Time Distribution 
 
 A. Foundations   5 weeks 
 
 B. 1000-1450   8 weeks 
 
 C. 1450-1750   8 weeks 
 
 D. 1750-1914   7 weeks 
 
 E. 1914-Present   8 weeks 


